Pray for Peace

“If my people who are called by my name, humble themsekeek my face, and
turn from their wicked ways, then | will hear from ken, and will forgive their sin,
and heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14

“...seek peace, and pursue it.” Psalm 34:14

“...my steadfast love shall not depart from you, and my careof peace shall not
be removed,...” Isaiah 54:10

“I will make with them a covenant of peace...” Ezekiel 34:2

“and he is named Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6b

“...there shall be endless peace....with justice and with rightezss....” Isaiah 9:7
“Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to you.” Joh274:

“...in me you may have peace.” John 16:33

“...we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ...rhdRe 5:1

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the lestgs Thrist.”
2 Corinthians 1:2

“...Glory to God..on earth peace...” Luke 2:14

“For he is our peace...has broken down the dividing wall....heecam proclaimed
peace to you who were far off and peace to those whe near...”
Ephesians 2:14, 17

“...the peace of God, which surpasses all understandinggwahd your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:7

“...let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts....” Colass 3:15a
“...let them seek peace and pursue it.” | Peter 3:11

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be caiechildren of God.”
Matthew 5:9

“Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as ihieeaven.” Matthew 6:10

World Methodist Council
For Pray for Peace resources go to

www.Wor |[dM ethodist.or g
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PRAY FOR PEACE

First Sunday in Advent

We who are part of the growing World Methodist fanaihe called

in this day of mistrust, violence and war to join hands)ds and
hearts as disciples of the Prince of Peace to pyayamd seek
peace. In Matthew 5:9 we find the foundation for our pursuit o
peace: “Blessed are the peacemakers for they will bedcthe
children of God.”

The coming Messiah was announced by the Prophet Isaitie as
“Prince of Peace.” When our Lord and Savior Jesus Chaisiec
into the world as the Babe of Bethlehem, the angel dat;ldF am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people,d #me
heavenly choir sang, “Glory to God...and on earth peace....” We
who are followers of Christ Jesus must speak anceatefihe
message of peace that was at the very center of hsagesslife
and ministry.

We live in a complex world that seems to be trapped me\ser

ending cycle of misunderstanding, conflicts and warsré bee no
easy answers to the difficult questions in the demandukiice

from the different perspectives of people, culturesraatbns. The
political arena often fails in its efforts for peaddis is a moment
in which we, who are followers of Jesus, must cleathbte our
confidence and hope that in faithfulness to the Living Goanag

have peace in the world.

“Peace is a noble goal,” wrote President Boris Trakpvof the
Republic of Macedonia in an Upper Room devotional. deteq
Psalm 85:10, “Love and faithfulness meet togethghteousness and
peace kiss each other,” and he concluded that peages drom
righteousness. President Trajkovski, a recipient of thdd/Wethodist
Peace Award, wrote only days before his tragic déditve are truly
interested in achieving peace in this world—harmamayquility, and
freedom from war and its ravages—then we must puigieousness.
Only when our hearts, minds, motives and actionsoateséd on Jesus

Christ will we build lasting peace(this material is copyrighted 2005 by The
Upper Room, Nashville, TN, and used by permission of the publisher.)

Therefore, World Methodist EvangelismWorld Methodist
Council calls the World Methodist Family to Pray foedee
annually on the first Sunday in Advent, during this quinquemni
beginning 2 December, 2007. In keeping with the purpose and
ministry of this Council and our friends around the world, will
observe a sacred time of fervent prayer for peateisrworld and

for all humankind. Together we will be praying for

Peace with God within our inner selves
Peace within our families and closest relationships
Peace within our churches
Peace within our villages, communities, cities
Peace within our nation
Peace among the nations
Peace for all God’s Creation.

We urge the World Methodist Family on the first Sunday in
Advent to join together to Pray for Peace in the nafitbe Prince
of Peace in many tongues.

Our prayer is that the bell of peace will ring all otlgs world.

| heard the bells on Christmas day
Their old familiar carols play,
And wild and sweet the words repeat
Of peace on earth, goodwill to men (all.)

Yet pealed the bells more loud and deep:
“God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;
The wrong shall fail, the right prevail,
With peace on earth, good will to men (all.)”
Longfellow

Pray for Peace

Pray for Peace resources available at
www.WorldMethodist.org



